It is the duty of the surgeon dentist, when called upon to exercise his skill in the mechanical department, to decide, after a deliberate examination, upon such a course as shall secure to his patient the fullest benefit of the dental art. The objections generally urged by the patient to the plan proposed, are of no account, compared with the great advantages to be derived from a thorough operation. It is true that he may be advised of the evils that a partial course will bring upon him, and by that means, although he will not be satisfied, he may be hindered from uttering a word of complaint; and still, as often as he opens his mouth, the work will speak for itself, in a language too eloquent for the credit of him who constructed it. Not only the welfare of his patient, but his own reputation, demands a strict adherence to the correct principles of this branch of dental surgery. And should all his arguments fail to produce the desired effect upon the mind of his patient, he should respectfully yet firmly decline pursuing a course which would be at once productive of injury to his employer and disgraceful to himself. If A small instrument resembling a light pair of curved forceps, will be found useful for holding the teeth upon the stone, the beaks of which should not, like the forceps, approach each other at the points ; but they should be hollowed longitudinally, and lined with copper.
It should be remembered that by making the inner points of the superior artificial grinders considerably longer than the external, pressure upon them always inclines them inwards, the direct effect of which is to render the plate permanent. Nor should the patient be allowed to forget that the utility of artificial teeth depends more upon the skill he acquires in the use of them, than upon their attachment to the natural teeth or gums.
It not unfrequently happens that the patient is unable, even in common conversation, to keep the gums of the upper jaw hid from view, in consequence of a peculiar projection of the alveolus, both forward and downward ; if, in such a case, a "suction" plate be required, it is impossible to cover the external gum without rendering the plate liable to exposure whenever the mouth is opened. This difficulty may be remedied by bringing the plate as high upon the labial gum as practicable, and then by cutting away all that portion of the plate which is exposed by raising the lip, thereby forming an opening through which the gum may appear. The form and size of the opening may be determined as follows : after the teeth are fastened temporarily upon the plate, the whole may be placed in the mouth, and the patient directed to raise the lip as high as possible, the contour of which may then be traced upon the plate, from the first bicuspis upon one side to the corresponding tooth upon the other; 
